
Q: What’s the main problem with Options B&C?     A: Traffic, Traffic, Traffic! 

 The twice-daily “rat-run” traffic through our village already peaks at more than 450 cars per hour – almost one every seven 
seconds. It causes real problems as cars squeeze down single-width stretches of road, and changes our village character. 

 With Options B&C, the 5,200 new homes will generate 26,000 additional vehicle movements every day with no proper road 
or rail links.  Rush hour traffic will inevitably head through village rat-runs, including Owslebury. 

 Nobody knows exactly how many of those journeys will come through our village, but even a fraction could easily double our 
already very heavy peak hour traffic, which would be simply untenable.  

 With all of the rat-run cars going in the same direction traffic calming measures would not be any use, and would not create 
any kind of a deterrent.  

Q: Isn’t this just Nimbyism (“not in my back yard”)?    A: Not at all.  But there are two options, and this is the wrong one.   

 It is common ground that our district needs more housing. They’ll have an impact wherever they are built. 

 Development of the 5,200 homes should be where it has the least negative impact, regardless of whose doorstep it’s on. 
There are two key issues here: the impact on transport and the natural environment.             

 Transport 

 Transport is key. Eastleigh Borough Council is trying to bulldoze through Options B&C where the residents will have no 
sensible access to rail or road links. 

 Options D&E is a complete contrast. It has the potential for the building of a new railway station and a new junction on 
the M27 motorway to handle all the additional journeys properly.  

 Natural environment 

 Both options will have an impact on nature, but Options B&C will be far worse. It will hit seven Ancient Woodlands, five 
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs), one Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), and one Special Area of 
Conservation.  

 By contrast Options D&E will have an impact on only three smaller Ancient Woodlands, no SSSIs, etc.  

 Independent experts are agreed on this. The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) gave a clear assessment: ‘The 
quality of countryside affected by Options D&E is nothing like the quality affected by Options B&C.’  BBC TV’s nature 
correspondent Chris Packham publicly described Eastleigh Borough Council’s current choice of Options B&C over 
Options D&E as ‘a piece of eco-vandalism.’ 

Q: How can I show my support? And where can I find out more? 

 To enable the Parish Council to take on the fight on your behalf, we need 
villagers to state their support by simply visiting the 1-question, 2 mouse click, 
online poll at www.bit.ly/2rtXAh1 (that web address is case sensitive). 

 Come to the open Q&A session at 7pm this Monday 14th May, in the Village Hall. 

 Make a donation to the fighting fund run by the Parish Council, which is being 
used to hire experts to help our case. Lloyds Bank Sort Code 30-99-71  Account 
Number 00388062. 

 Visit the Parish Councils YouTube channel where we will post informational 
videos etc, by searching Owslebury Parish Council on www.youtube.com 

 There’s much more information and news on the website of the campaign group 
Action Against Destructive Development (www.add-eastleigh.org).  

Q: Isn’t this already a done deal? Aren’t we too late?     A: No! There’s still a good chance of getting the right outcome.  

 Eastleigh Borough Council has now approved its draft local plan with Options B&C, but it still have lots of steps to go through 
before any houses are built, and several points where we can force the change, and ensure the better option is chosen.  

 Independent legal experts believe we have a good chance. We have a strong case. We can win, if we keep making the case! 

Please take a moment to read this sheet.  

There are simple steps we can all take to ensure a much better outcome for Owslebury and 
the surrounding area as 5,000+ more homes are planned and built by Eastleigh council.   

 It’s common ground that more homes are needed.  But Eastleigh Borough Council is 
pursuing the worse of two options (Options B&C – see map) which will have a very 
negative, lasting impact, affecting each and every one of us. 

 We need to change this, and we can change it.  But we are at a critical point.  

 If we are to ensure a switch to the better alternative (Options D&E), we need everyone 
to show support.  If we don’t take action, nobody else will come to our rescue.  
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We’re not alone in the fight 

Other villages are also pushing for the same outcome, and providing funding:  

 Allbrook and Boyatt Wood 

 Bishop’s Waltham 

 Bishopstoke 

 Horton Heath and Fair Oak 

 Otterbourne 

 Colden Common 

 Durley 

 Twyford 

 Upham 


