
Owslebury Parish Council 

Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2016 

Explanation of variances on Section 2 of Annual Return. 

 

Line 2 Annual Precept: decrease of £197 (0.9%). 

The Council decided to keep the total of the precept and council tax support grant more or less at the same 

level as in the previous year – the council tax support grant (accounted within ‘other receipts’) increased 

slightly, hence the small reduction in the precept. 

 

Line 3 Other receipts: decrease of £1,810 (45.2%). 

The fall is primarily due to the fact that in the previous financial year the Council received donations 

amounting to £1,850 for remembrance projects relating to the Great War and the D-Day landings of the 

Second World War – there was none during 2015/16.  

 

However, whilst this was the main reason for the fall in ‘other receipts’ there were other factors of note.  The 

Council tax support grant increased by £284 (31%), other grants and donations by £77 (mainly donations for 

parking on the Glebe field), use of the Play area for exercise classes brought in £135 (£nil in 2014/15), and the 

Sports Club contributed £164 extra income to offset part of the Council’s insurance costs relating to the Cricket 

Pavilion.  This additional income of £660 was mostly offset by £596 less in the way of VAT reclaims – in 

2014/15 the VAT on purchases was relatively high, mainly due to the purchase of a remembrance stone.   

 

The balance of the difference between the two years is due to a refund of an overpayment of £25 in the 

previous year and a fall of £1 in interest received compared with 2014/15.  

 

Line 4 Staff costs: decrease of £193 (3.2%). 

The fall is mainly due to a reduction in hours compared with last year.  

 

Line 5 Loan interest/capital repayment: none in either year 

 

Line 6 All other payments: decrease of £5,175 (36.9%). 

The main reason for the reduction was a £2,000 fall in the expenditure on community projects and £2.950 on 

WW1 and D-Day memorial projects (2015/16 £nil). The reduction in community projects reflects the purchase 

and fitting in 2014/15 of a defibrillator (£1,025) and expenditure on additional country kerbing (£1,500).  

Expenditure in 2015/16 was confined to paving stones and landscaping for the Glebe field (£400), additional 

grit bin (£64), parking sign (£60) and telephone kiosk (£1). 

 

However, there were considerable variances in other categories, the main ones being: 

 

 Green keeping– a reduction of £365 (22.9%).  Frankly, the contractor did not turn up on occasion 

which resulted in a ‘saving’ (but a lot of annoyed residents) and the additional work usually given to 

the green keeping contractor for maintenance of the public spaces was not given in 2015/16 due to 

the contractor’s unreliability.  The contract was re-tendered at the end of the season. 

 Dog waste collection – a reduction of £330 (40%).  Winchester City Council are behind in their billings 

for 2015/16.  There will be a catch-up in 2016/17; 

 VAT paid – a reduction of £292 (40.8%). This reflects the relatively high level of purchases (notably the 

higher level of expenditure on community projects including the remembrance stone) in 2014/15; 

 Website – a reduction of £191 (58.9%).  The website was brought in-house and hence there was a 

saving on the costs of the former web-master; 



 Christmas lights - reduction of £190 (100%).  The reduction reflects the fact the stock of lights was 

replenished in 2014/15 and no further purchases were necessary in 2015/16; 

 S137 and church maintenance grants – reduction of £100 (8.3%).  The Council has reduced the 

number of organisations receiving grants in recent years, whilst slightly increasing the amount of 

individual grants to the organisations making the most contribution to the lives of parishioners; 

 Tree surgery work – reduction of £100 (33.3%).  The main reason for the fall is that the work required 

on one of the trees has been deferred to 2015/16. 

 

The above reductions over 2014/15 come to £1,568.  These were offset by expenditure of £1,238 (£nil in 

2014/15) on representation on a Planning Appeal (for Alpaca Meadow).  

 

There was a mixture of additional and lower expenditure over the previous year (net additional expenditure of 

£105) on the remaining expenditure headings but none was particularly noteworthy. 

 

Line 8 Total cash and short term investments - increase of £9,361 (22.1%). 

The increase reflects the continuing tightening by the council in its routine expenditure, timing delays in the 

invoicing of costs, deferral of projects to 2016/17 and a far lower spend on community projects.   

 

It should be noted that of the £51,749 in cash and short term investments at 31st March 2016, £25,000 is held 

in a 12 month deposit account with Lloyds Bank. The Council has ‘ring fenced reserves’ of £881.  The Council 

has a policy of building up reserves for the refurbishment and  ultimate replacement of assets, most notably 

the play equipment (£18,500 ear-marked reserve – capital cost of equipment £71k), and for community 

projects in relation to an additional burial ground, flood mitigation and traffic calming (ear-marked reserves of 

£18,250).  Other ear-marked reserves are for legal and planning consultancy costs (£2,500) and election 

expenses (£1,000).  

 

Line 9 Total fixed assets – increase £121 (0.1%) 

The increase represents: 

 Grit bin -£60 

 Parking sign - £60 

 ex BT phone kiosk - £1 
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Responsible Financial Officer 
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